
© UL LLC. All rights reserved. 

NFPA 70E® Table Sample: PPE Categories 
 
NFPA 70E® tables contain vital information about approach boundaries, hazard categories and PPE. The following is only a 
SAMPLE of the information contained in NFPA 70E and should not be used for anything other than completing course 
activities. Always use the most current edition of the NFPA 70E when working on energized electrical equipment. You can 
purchase the latest standards at the NFPA website. 
 
 

 

Table 130.7(C)(15)(a) Arc Flash PPE Categories for Alternating Current (ac) Systems 

Equipment Arc Flash PPE Category Arc Flash Boundary 

Panelboards or other equipment rated 240 volts and below 1 

 

485 mm (19 in.) 

 
Parameters: Maximum of 25 kA available fault current; maximum of 0.03 sec  
(2 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working distance 455 mm (18 in.) 

Panelboards or other equipment rated greater than 240 volts and up to 600 volts 2 

 

900 mm (3 ft) 

 
Parameters: Maximum of 25 kA available fault current; maximum of 0.03 sec  
(2 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working distance 455 mm (18 in.) 

600-volt class motor control centers (MCCs) 2 

 

1.5 m (5 ft) 

 
Parameters: Maximum of 65 kA available fault current; maximum of 0.03 sec  
(2 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working distance 455 mm (18 in.) 

600-volt class motor control centers (MCCs) 4 

 

4.3 m (14 ft) 

 
Parameters: Maximum of 42 kA available fault current; maximum of 0.33 sec  
(20 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working distance 455 mm (18 in.) 
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600-volt class switchgear (with power circuit breakers or fused switches) and 

600-volt class switchboards 

4 

 

6 m (20 ft) 

 

Parameters: Maximum of 35 kA available fault current; maximum of up to 0.5 sec 
(30 cycles) fault clearing time; minimum working distance 455 mm (18 in.) 

 


